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A  P  P  1  D  A  V  I  T 
of 

TOMITA,  Konji 


i.v-nji  niQko  oath  and  say  ::s  follows:  I 

1.  1,  TOUT.,,,  Acnji,  upon  graduatins  Irora  tho  Kyoto  Imoorial  Uni-  ^ 

vorsity  in  1921,  joined  tho  sorvioo  of  tho  Ministry  of  Homo  Affn-  ' 

ira,  whoro  I  succossiboly  filled  the  posts  of  Provincial  Polioo 

Suporintondont,  Chief  of  the  Police  Department  and  Secretary  in  ^ 

) 

tho  Homo  Office.  In  Juno,  .1957  when  tho  first  KOIIOYE  Cabinet  was 

formed,  T  was  apoointed  Chiof  of  tho  Police  Affairs  Bureau  in 

tho  Home  Office.  Tho  followinj  year  I  vaa  a  spointod  Oovornoi^'Of 

N,0. 40  Profootnro.  In  Jx’iy,  1940  whon  tho  soc end  K0N0Y71  Cabinot 

camo  intD  existence,  I  was  apoointed  Chiof  Socrotary  of  tho  - 

Cabinet.  I  also  served  in  the  third  KOWOYS  Cabinot.  On  October 

16,  1941  vhon  tho  third  KOtlOYE  Cabinet  resigned  on  bloc,  I  also 

roelgnod  as  Ohio^  8>:,cr.  tai‘7  of  tl.o  CabliiOt.  Than  I  was  nominated 

member  of  tho  House  of  Poors.  ,.ftor  I  assumed  tho  post  of  Chief 

of  tho  Police  ivffairs  Bureau  in  the  Homo  Office,  I  calXrd  on 

Mar.'.nis  hIDO  from  time  to  time.  Especially  during  my  tenure  of 

office  as  Chiof  Socrotary  of  the  Cabinet,  I  served  as  Liaison 

official  between  the  Govornmont  and  tho  Office  of  Lord  Keeper  o 
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tho  ?rlV7  Seal,  so  th  .t  I  very  froquuiitly  cnllod  on  M.vrquis  KIDO, 
then  Lord  Kooper  of  tho  Privy  3oal,  ua  Chief  Socrotar'y  of  tho 
Cabin Jt  I,  of  course,  learned  tho  opinions  of  tho  various  Cabinot 
membors  by  reason  of  ray  bolnrj,  present  at  tho  Cabinot  raootinGs. 

1  also  spolco  vlth  various  Cabinot  monlors  and  membors  of  the  Govor 
mont  outside  of  Cabinot  mootings.  It  was  part  of  ray  duties  to  bo 
Informed  of  events  and  opinions  of  various  officials  and  to  Carry 
out  Instructions  given  mo  by  the  Prime  Ministor. 

2.  During  my  tenure  of  office  as  Chief  Secretary  of  the  third 
KONOYS  Cabinot,  I  frequently  talked  v.-ith  Admiral  OIK/i,W,i,  Navy 
Minister  aid  Admiral  OK.V,  Chief  of  tho  «aval  Affairs  bureau  in 
tho  Navy  Ministry,  as  tho  result  of  which  I  was  full  aware  that 
tho  i'lavy  was  anxious  for  tho  continuation  of  diplomatic  negotiation 
with  America  so  as  to  avoid  v/ar  by  all  moans. 

On  October  11,  19al  I  visited  .idjniral  0K.\,  Chief  of  tho  Naval 
“i*fairs  ®uroau  at  his  official  residonco  in  tho  evening  and  had  a 
short  talk  with  him.  I  thon  called  on  admiral  OIK/iWA,  about 
post  10;p.m,  Navy  Ministor  at  his  official  residence,  ■‘•t  is  very 
froah  in  my  moriory  that  Admiral  OUL'Ov^.  told  mo  that  evening. 

’’.it  this  juncture.  I  should  like  to  avoid  ”nr  with  :vnorica. 

I  am  anxious  for  tho  continuation  of  negotiations  to  tho  last,  Tho 
lower  Dart  of  tho  Navy  will  absoiut.-ly  not  get  out  of  hand  unliko 
tho  army  oven  if  wo  do  not  go  t.i  w^r  with  America.  Pruo  to  its 

tradition,  the  lower  part  of  the  Navy  will  cortuinly  abide  by  a  « 

doclslon  reached  by  tho  upper  part.  Thoro  is  no  occasion  for  | 

I 

*  o  ' 
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Jibou1'<  point,  3ut  thu  *'*fvvy  duo  to  its  positon  us  ono 
of  tho  fightin/i  sorvicos  can  not  oponly  oxprv^as  its  vlowa  opoosod 
to  v.ar.*’ 

Pron  previous  talks  that  I  had  with  Wavy  officials,  I 
knev'  thu  opinion  expressed  by  Aduiral  OIKAWii  v/as  in  accordance  with 
tho  ilavy  Dolico.  I  also  know  from  my  talks  with  him  that  Primo 
Minister  IvONOYE  was  oxtohmoly  anxious  to  conclude  negotiations 
with  .imorica  in  a  poacoful  monnor  so  I  told  Admiral  OIK^IWa  that 
it  would  bo  best  if  ho  supported  Prime  Mlnistor  KOIIOYE  at  the 
Ogikubo  Conference  to  bo  hold  the  noxt  day  so  that  the  x^lmo 
Minister  could  continue  nogotiatinns  with  America  by  restraining 
•the  Army. 

4.  In  this  .connection,  tho  following  morning,  that  is,  October 
12,  ivdairal  OK:.,  Chief  of  tho  Naval  Affairs  '^roau,  when  I  was 
speaking  to  him  on  tho  tolophono  said. 

".it  today's  OGIKUBO  Conforonce,  tho  ^’avy  will  state  that  it 
be  entirely  loft  to  th.j  Prime  Minister  whothor  wo  shall  bo  at 
peace  or  go  to  war  with  America.  Tho  i^avy  could  mt  make  any 
statomoit,  calculated  to  ducido  whothor  we  shall  wage  v/ar  or  not. 

I  think  that  w>'othor  to  go  to  war  or  not  is  tho  quostlon,  to  be 
solved  by  the  Prime  Minis tor.  Theroforo,  the  Prime  Minister  has 

only  to  stato  cl  arly  that  ho  will  avoid  war." 

5.  On  several  occasions  prior  to  tho  resignation  of  tho  KONOYiil 
Cabinet,  ..dmiral  OIK.AW.'.  told  me  that  it  was  his  opinion  that 
tho  KOHOY.ij;  Cabinet  should  not  resign  as  it  should  continue  its 
efforts  in  tho  negotiations  with  America  and  he  asked  mo  to  do 
v/hat  I  could  to  try  and  persuade  Prince  KONOYE  against  resigning 
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and  ho  ackod  mo  to  bospoak  my  effort  to  that  of foot. 

6.  On  October  12,  1941,  I'rl.io  Minister  KOMOYE  Invited  Oenered 
TC.TO,  War  ;.-lnister;  .'idnilr'a  OIKnWn,  Vav.-  Llnlstor;  Admiral  TOYOD.., 
Porolan  ..Il.ilstor  and  Gonornl  SUZUKI,  ?ro3ldent  of  tbo  flnnnlng 
■I'nrd  to  -  Is  private  rosidenoo  at  Oeilentao  to  discuss  the  question 
vhethor  the  negotiation  with  America  should  bo  continued  or  not. 
.^.-lor  to  the  conforonce  I  rjddored  frlmo  Minister  KONOYE  a  report 
•  of  ray  conversations  with  O.K.,  aid  OIXAVAl.  I  was  orosont  at  Prlnoo 
KONOY.S's  Private  rosid.nco  at  the  ti-o  of  tho  above  montlonod  con- 
foronco  but  1  was  not  actually  m  the  reonr.  at  tho  time  the  discus¬ 
sion  was  had.  When  the  Oonforenoo  was  finished  Prime  ulnlstor 
KOHOYE  hundod  no  a  momorandur.  which  ho  said  had  been  pr  oporod  by 
3UZ0KI  of  w:int  transpired  ut  the  mootln;.  hater  that  ovonlng 
I  saw  KlfO  and  transmitted  to  him  tho  contents  of  SUZUKI 's  memo¬ 
randum,  Which  appears  In  his  Diary  entry  of  October  12,  1941. 

7.  On  tho  aftor.icon  of  CcAbor  14.  1941,  Ooncral  MUTO,  Chief 
of  t'  o  :;lllic)-y  .•■.ffnlrc  Bureau  In  tho  War  Ministry  oaHed  on  mo 
and  told  *nj  to  tho  fc.llov'ins  offoct. 

reconsider  ‘^rray  must  also 

ZkTlni  to  tho  ^invy  doos  not  soom  to 

an  Oi-pu.i  to  ..  ’.G  .:r;ry  nnC.  i-atond  propo-ses  to  loavn 

"rapoLJblo  ^^oont- 

r?\ho  icatie , ,  but 

want  war  now,  the  ..rmy  o.J-.l  ■pe'.ii’ie'  to  control  u'o  membo?s!' 

I.  Vihon  1  told  ..oiniral  Chief  of  tho  naval  affairs  Bureau, 

about  the  proposal  of  Donoral  ilUTO,  'chlef  of  tho  Military  affairs 
Burouu,  ho  said; 
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"It  is  iinpossiblo  for  tho  TIrvv  in  viov/  of  its  position  to 
formally  statu  that  it  dous  n^t  v/ant  war.  Tho  Wavy  could  not  for¬ 
mally  do  anything  m>re  than  to  abide  by  tho  i’rlmo  Minister's  de¬ 
cision." 

J.  On  tho  ovu  of  tho  third  X0M0Y;2  Cabinet's  resignation,  I  suggu- 

stod  to  Admiral  OKii,  ^hiof  of  tho  Naval  Bureau  in  tho  Navy  Ministry: 

"ilow  about  making  Navv  Minister  OIKAWa  form  a  succooding 
Jablnot  as  Prime  Mlnlstor’" 


In  rooly,  .vclTiral  01L\.  stated; 

■'.admiral  OIKivW..  is  no  statesman,  so  it  will  bo  impossible 
for  him  to  pr^isldo  over  a  Cabinet  as  Prime  Minister." 

10.  About  October  19,  1941,  I  resigned  as  Chief  Secretary  of 
tho  third  XONOYE  Cabinet.  Tho  following  morning  I  called  on 
Marquis  XIDO,  then  Lord  Koooor  of  the  Privy  Seal  at  his  office  in 
tho  Imperial  palace  compounds  to  Inform  him  of  my  resignation. 

On  that  occasion,  wo  had  a  general  discussion  about  tho  cireumstai. 

cos  loading  up  to  tho  resignation  of  tho  third  K0K0Yi2  Cabinet. 

I  recall  that  Marquis  KliX)  told  :nu  to  tho  following  effect: 

"I  wish  that  P^lnco  K’JNOTiS  had  hold  out  a  little  more.  His 
.•■ajosty  too  revealed  such  an  opinion  .  I  thought  that  ho  would  not 
yet  resign,  so  1  was  astor.lsbod  to  hear  on  tho  afternoon  of  October 
16  that  ho  had  coilocfcou  the  roslgnotloria  of  hio  Ofvblnot-  coJlnguos* 
If  things  came  to  such  a  pass,  1  thought  that  it  could  not  bo  help., 
od.  On  Octooor  16,  War  Minister  T?J0  came  to  mo.  Judging  by  his 
remarks,  I  understood  that  ho  would  not  be  necessarily  opposed  to 
the  diplomatic  nog^tiations  with  Arjorlca  if  His  Majesty  granted  a 
message  to  him  to  that  effect.  I  wish  that  Prince  KONOYii  had 
acted  more  cautiously." 

11.  r’rom  late  in  Juno,  1945  to  about  tho  close  of  the  war,  Princo 
KONOYS  froq:ontly  told  mo  to  tho  following  effect: 


'■1 


* 
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"V-irlous  vlsltora  to  Marquis  KI?)0  mado  various  criticisms 
)f  his,  but  I  do  not  necessarily  subscribe  to  their  criticisms. 
VKhon  the  war  terminated  Prince  KO'IOYE  told  mo,  ''Such  was  the 
strenuous  efforts  of  Marquis  aIDO  for  'ocaco  that  the  Emperor  owed 
Ls  strong  action  in  restoring  peace  entirely  to  the  Marquis. 
Grodit  goes  to  Marquis.  Credit  goes  to  Marquis  KIDO  for  the 
most  substantial  services  rondorod  for  terminating  the  war  and 
restoring  peace." 

On  this  g  day  of  ?ob . ,  1947 

.it  1 .  M .  T .  P » S . 


DEPO'.HNT  TOl'ITA,  Kon.ji  (seal) 


I,  HaZUMl,  Shl;.,etaka  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
-as  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  save  date 
\t  same  place 


Witness*  (signed)  HO^HHI ^  Shigutaka 

( seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  con3Ci<3nco  I  av;oar  to  toll  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

.  Kon.1  i  ( s*  a  ) 
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